 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1January 5, 2023
Dear Parents,

I really don’t have adequate words to thank you for the incredibly generous class gift you gave me for Christmas. I love the Auburn beach bag and the cozy Auburn blanket.  War Eagle!  Mr. Schne and I have some fun dates ahead thanks to you and I also get to shop.  Thank you for all the gifts you gave me individually too.  The gift cards, candles, candy, class supplies and mugs were all so wonderful and thoughtful. Your love and support are so sweet and they mean the world to me.
We had a wonderful week in first grade.  Tuesday morning all the kids rushed in and cheerfully greeted each other and me.  We really missed each other. We had a great time sharing our favorite Christmas highlights.  After that it was back to business; we learned to add three digits, we compared fractions, and we counted money.  I introduced half dollars this week.  Some students have mastered counting mixed coins, but many could use more practice at home.  Learning to count quarters, dimes, nickels and pennies is a skill that requires a lot of practice.  Writing numbers over 100 is another skill that some of the kids may need to practice at home.  We reviewed our phonics charts (6-12) and our phonics rules. We continue to work on nouns (common and proper, singular and plural), verbs, adjectives and adverbs.  The kids have also learned to identify questions and statements.  We are on Chapter 9 in Shurley English.  It will cover prepositions and objects of the preposition. This week we began learning about homonyms, synonyms and antonyms.  Soon we will begin learning contractions!
*The beginning of the third quarter is the perfect time to replenish school supplies.  Please be sure your child has pencils, erasers, a ruler, crayons and scissors.
Next week we will begin a China unit.  During the unit, we will be learning about the many differences in our culture and in the Chinese culture.  We’re excited about all that Elizabeth and Isabella can add to our unit!  We will be doing a report and project.    As we conclude our study there will be a unit test.
*Beginning this quarter, I will include a dictation sentence on every spelling test. Capitalization, punctuation and spelling will count.  At least one spelling word will be included in the sentence.  We practiced dictation sentences this week.
We are beginning re-enrollment for the 2023-24 school year this week.  This year, there is a discount on the registration fee for early re-enrollment.  We would like to know as early as possible how many spots we will have available next year for new families.  
January Memory Verse (Due January 31st):

Galatians 2:20
“I have been crucified with Christ.  It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me.  I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.”

(OVER)

We will be taking an all-school field trip to SkyZone in Clermont on Wednesday, January 18th.  Please return the field trip permission slip, student waiver form and payment as soon as possible.
Homework:

Spelling worksheet due Monday 
6 sentences using some spelling words.  Please write both questions and statements.  Due Tuesday
Phonics sheet due Wednesday
Math worksheet due Thursday

Bible Verse and the January Family Activity, due by January 31st
The Read ‘n Quiz cut off for progress reports the third quarter is February 1st
Reminders:

Monday, Jan. 16 – MLK Day Holiday

Tuesday, Jan. 31 – Bible Verse, Monthly Bible Activity Due

Wednesday, Feb. 1 – Midterm, 9 Passed Read ‘n Quiz Book Tests Due

Thursday, Feb. 9 – Progress Reports

