August 20, 2020
Dear Parents,

We had another wonderful week in first grade!  We are working on developing good seat work habits. Some of the kids are already reading their own directions and are beginning to work independently.  The goal is for everyone to be able to read their own directions in the next several weeks.  It is very important that the kids develop strong reading skills in first grade.  Please read 10 minutes a day with your child to strengthen their reading abilities.  Taking at least 2 Read ‘n Quiz tests a week is also important for their reading grade!  It is okay for them to read some pages and for you to read to them for Read N Quiz especially in the higher level books.  After next week I’d like to the kids to try to read and take the tests on their own if possible.  Read N Quiz is a comprehension building program.  The kids should have a 90% average on the quizzes if they are reading on the appropriate level.
First Grade Happenings:
We are just about to wrap up our review of kindergarten concepts and are preparing to move into first grade material.  In phonics we reviewed the alphabet, long and short vowels, consonants and chart 6.  Please practice the special sounds from the charts often at home (the charts were sent home in the Welcome Folder, they should be practiced often as we go).  Knowing the special sounds is crucial in developing strong readers and spellers.  We are learning the proper pencil grip and letter formation.  In math, we are practicing proper number formation and drilling addition math facts.  We’re learning the concepts of twins, doubles and place value.  In Language, we are learning the 5 major parts of a sentence. We had a wedding for the letters Q and U and Granny came for a visit.  We’re having lots of fun learning.

The Bible verses were also sent home in the Welcome Folder. We are practicing the August verse in class but the kids will also need to practice at home.  Please keep the verses on hand and practice them together.  As you practice each month be creative and have fun memorizing God’s Word.  You can make flashcards and unscramble the verse, make fill-in-the-blank fun sheets or make a fun study card for the car ride to school.   In Bible, we have been learning that we are all sinners and fall short of the glory of God.  We have a need for JESUS.  This week we learned about Paul.  Part of our Bible time this year will include Mr. Connatser coming to our class each Monday for some G Wow time.  We’ll be studying some Greek words.
As you know, we had our first spelling test of the year this week and everyone earned an A.  That is pretty impressive!  Way to go “Tiggers”!  Next week we will begin our regular test schedule for the year:

Tuesday-Phonics 
Wednesday-Spelling  

Thursday-Math
Tests in Shurley English and all other subjects will be announced as we finish units.
Please be sure to sign the test folders each week.  You only need to return homework papers (please do not return graded papers and tests).

The kids did a great job in chapel last week.  I enjoy watching them worship and learn more about the things of God.  If they do something helpful at home or have a great play in a game or do well in any outside activity, please feel free to send me a note and let me know.  I would love to give them a shout out in chapel.  Students will be recognized and given beads for doing things that honor the Lord (i.e. working hard for a test, achieving in sports, helping at home, etc.) and for spiritual growth.

Thank You to:

The Crawley’s for making our treasure box ROCK!
Homework:
Spelling worksheet due Monday
Shurley practice sheet due Monday

Phonics sheet due Tuesday

Math worksheet due Thursday 
Practice chart 6 in Phonics

Read a Read ‘n Quiz book orally to a parent and take a test

(Homework may all be turned in on Monday or on the assigned date)
*Bible verse and Family Activity due September 27th
*Shurley English test-September 2nd
Shurley Study Guide:

The same sentence flow questions are asked each time to classify a sentence.  Please use the following questions to practice and to study for our Shurley test.
*1.  Boys run.

Read the sentence- Boys run.

-Then ask

Who ran? Boys- Subject Noun (SN)

-Then ask

What is being said about boys?

Boys ran. Verb (V)

*2. Girls skip.

Who skips? Girls- Subject Noun (SN)

What is being said about girls? Girls skip-Verb (V)
*3.Kites fly.

What fly? Kites- Subject Noun (SN)

What is being said about kites?  Kites fly-Verb (V)

